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CONTROL  OF  COCGIDIOSIS  IN  RABBITS 

By  Edv.'ard  L.  Vail,  Veterinarian,  Fux  Resources 
DiTision  of  Wildlife  Research 


Coccidiosis  is  an  intestinal  and  liver  disease  produced  in  domestic 
rabbits  by  minute  parasitic  organisms  that  must  live  in  animal  hosts  for 
at  least  part  of  their  lives.  It  is  of  major  importance  among  the  para- 
sitic diseases  of  rabbits  and  frequently  causes  heavy  losses,  especially 
among  the  young.  The  general  symptoms  are  lacl^  of  appetite,  diarrhea, 
rough  coat,  "pot  belly",  and  stunted  grovv-th. 

Microscopic  examiination  is  necessary  to  establish  a  positive  diag- 
nosis of  coccidiosis,  as  s^aiiptoms  alone  cannot  be  relied  upon.  The  dis- 
ease is  most  readily  recognized  microscopically  v/b.en  the  parasites  are 
in  the  oocyst  stage  and  are  eliminated  in  the  feces.   In  a  variable 
period  of  time,  depending  upon  temperat^jre  and  moisture,  the  ooc^^sts 
develop  into  an  infective  stage,  at  vihich  time,  if  sv;allowed,  they  can 
become  established  in  a  neiv  host.   A  fevj  of  them  may  even  be  found  in 
the  intestinal  tracts  of  adult  rabbits  that  show  no  syraptoms  of  cocci- 
diosis. These  rabbits  are  frequently  termed  healthy  carriers  of  the 
disease. 

Infection  is  acquired  only  through  the  mouth,   Coccidia  are  not 
found  in  any  form  in  the  blood  streejn,  and  young  rabbits  are  not  born 
with  the  disease.  Soon  after  the  young  leave  the  nest  they  may  soil 
their  feet  with  the  doe's  droppings  containing  parasites  and  thus  con- 
taminate their  ovm  food  and  water  supply.  Sxperim.ental  methods  have 
demonstrated  clearly  that  the  coccidia  of  rabbits  do  not  infect  do- 
mestic fowls,  and  that  fowl  coccidia  do  not  infect  rabbits. 

To  prevent  losses  from  coccidiosis,  practice  strict  sanitation  at 
all  times — do  not  depend  upon  medication.  Maintain  rabbits  in  hutches 
with  5/8  inch  Vvrire-mesh  bottoms 5  place  guards  at  3  inch  intervals 
across  feed  troughs,  or  otherwise  prevent  the  animals  from  contaminating 
their  feed;  wash  the  crocks  thoroughly  every  day;  keep  no  boards  on  the 
wire  bottom  of  hutches;  and  do  not  tolerate  accum.ulations  of  feed,  hay, 
or  fecal  material  on  hutch  bottomis  or  in  food  or  watei-  containers. 


NOTE:   This  leaflet  supersedes  Wildlife  Research  and  Management 
Leaflet  BS-II6  issued  in  June  1938  by  the  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey 
under  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 


